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Additional FDA Requirements of Retailers

The FDA indicates it will hold 
retailers responsible for other 
requirements of the law—be-
yond the “carding” requirement 
of tobacco customers under 27 
year old, the prevention of sales to 
minors and other requirements re-
lated to customer/employee trans-
actions at the retail counter. These 
additional requirements require 
that retailers:
• Remove any promotional items in the retail 
environment that violate the regulations, 
such as self-service displays and certain advertising and labeling.

• Not sell cigarettes with fruit or candy characterizing flavors.

The new requirements also:
• Prohibit free samples of cigarettes and limits distribution of smokeless 
tobacco products.

• Prohibit tobacco brand name sponsorship of any athletic, musical, or other 
social or cultural event, or any team or entry in those events.

• Prohibit gifts or other items in exchange for buying cigarettes or smokeless 
tobacco products.

• Require that audio ads use only words with no music or sound effects.

• Prohibits the sale or give away of items, such as hats, t-shirts, or 
lighters, with cigarette and smokeless tobacco brands or logos.

For information, visit www.fda.gov.

Congress gave FDA  
authority to regulate  
tobacco.
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Legal Disclaimer: This information found on the We Card web site is provided as a service of the Coalition for Responsible Tobacco Retailing, Inc. (CRTR).  This information is not intended to be, or to provide, legal advice or analysis, and it is not intended to be complete representation of federal, state or local law, 
or federal Food & Drug Administration (FDA) regulations.  Federal, state and local laws, as well as FDA regulations, may contain additional rules and restrictions relating to tobacco products not mentioned on this web site.  Users of this web site should not rely on this web site as complete or accurate descriptions 
of applicable federal, state or local law, or FDA regulations. Users with questions about the law should seek the advice of counsel. Each state law is unique and possibly represents multiple legislative or regulatory acts. Local laws may differ. Check with local authorities for variations from federal or state law.


