
• Do not sell cigarettes or 
smokeless tobacco to  
anyone younger than 18 
years old.**

• Check proof of age for 
anyone under 27 years old 
by verifying that any person 
buying cigarettes or smoke-
less tobacco is at least 18 years old** by means of photo-
graphic identification (photo ID) containing the bearer’s 
date of birth.

• Sell cigarettes or smokeless tobacco only in a direct 
face-to-face exchange between you and your customer. 
Vending machines and self-service displays are  
prohibited except in places where nobody under 18 is 
allowed to enter.

• Do not sell single cigarettes (“loosies”) or break open 
packs of 20 cigarettes to sell them in quantities of less 
than 20 cigarettes OR sell any quantity of smokeless  
tobacco that is smaller than the smallest package distrib-
uted by the manufacturer for individual consumer use.

**Minimum age for tobacco customers is 18 years old (or 19 years old  
in AL, AK, NJ & UT or where local laws may be higher than 18 years old).

Denying tobacco sales to 
minors isn’t enough to 
meet the requirements  
of the new law and  
FDA regulations.

Get store employees 
trained! 
Stay informed!
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Sources of Information: www.fda.gov, The Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act – Public Law 111-31.
Legal Disclaimer: This information found on the We Card web site is provided as a service of the Coalition for Responsible Tobacco Retailing, Inc. (CRTR).  This information is not intended to be, or to provide, legal advice or analysis, and it is not intended to be complete representation of federal, state or local law, 
or federal Food & Drug Administration (FDA) regulations.  Federal, state and local laws, as well as FDA regulations, may contain additional rules and restrictions relating to tobacco products not mentioned on this web site.  Users of this web site should not rely on this web site as complete or accurate descriptions 
of applicable federal, state or local law, or FDA regulations. Users with questions about the law should seek the advice of counsel. Each state law is unique and possibly represents multiple legislative or regulatory acts. Local laws may differ. Check with local authorities for variations from federal or state law.
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